	


	
	 
	Julie Mammano grew up in southeast Los Angeles County. She was an average kid, who liked to play, pretend, and most of all draw. 

However, when it came to reading and writing, she was not so enthusiastic. Julie found them anywhere between frustrating and boring. Her mother saw the need to foster a joy of reading in her young daughter, so she checked out books from the local library that she thought Julie would like. At first Julie was stubbornly disinterested, but to her surprise the stories were fun and reading wasn't so bad anymore. In the years following, Julie excelled in school.

After graduating college with a B.A. in art, she landed a job as a greeting card artist in Arkansas. A couple years later she moved back to the golden state and got a job as a graphic designer for a children's magazine. After that she became a freelance illustrator. She began to pursue children's book illustration at the encouragement of a friend. Julie had no intentions of writing the books, only illustrating them. 

At first, Julie didn't meet with any success. She was disappointed to learn that the general consensus among publishers was that her art wouldn't work for children's books. After so many rejections, Julie decided she needed to write her own children's book in which she would also illustrate. However, the problem was that she didn't know what to write. 

After several weeks of brain numbing efforts at finding a story, Julie went surfing with a couple friends. It was August of 1992. She began surfing two years earlier and little did she know that learning to surf would be a good career move. While sitting on her surfboard in the blue Pacific, Julie thought how funny it would be if rhinos went surfing. Then---BOOM! She had the idea she was looking for. Rhinos Who Surf was her first book.

Julie is thrilled that kids like reading her books. This is a privilege she has never taken for granted. Julie still lives in southern California and enjoys speaking to kids about her experience as an author and illustrator.
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Contacts 

Phone/fax: (714) 522-0477
E-mail: waycoolrhinos@juno.com
Blog: www.juliemammano.blogspot.com 
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RHINOS WHO RESCUE
Chronicle Books

ISBN: 9780811854191

Four fun loving and brave rhinos fight fires and do rescues. Written in fire fighter lingo. Includes glossary. Picture book.
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RHINOS WHO SURF
Chronicle Books

ISBN: 9780811810005, pbk: 9780811852296

Three fun loving rhinos go surfing. Written with surf lingo. Includes glossary. Picture book.
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RHINOS WHO SNOWBOARD
Chronicle Books

ISBN: 9780811817158, pbk: 9780590515085

Three fun loving rhinos go snowboarding. Written with snowboard lingo. Includes glossary. Picture book.
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RHINOS WHO SKATEBOARD
Chronicle Books

ISBN: 9780811823562

Three fun loving rhinos go skateboarding. Written with skateboard lingo. Includes glossary. Picture book.
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RHINOS WHO PLAY SOCCER
Chronicle Books

ISBN: 9780811827799

Three fun loving rhinos, along with new girl rhino character, play a game of soccer. Written with soccer lingo. Includes glossary. Picture book.
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RHINOS WHO PLAY BASEBALL
Chronicle Books

ISBN: 9780811836050

Four fun loving rhinos play a game of baseball. Written in baseball lingo. Includes glossary. Picture book.




